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EXPANDING COMMUNICATIONS IN NORTHWsST CHTNA

The Wa-tu to Auang-yuan section of the Szechwan-¥ansu highway ir

China is an important link betwsen the northwest and the southwest and

1s of great valuo for both military and sconomic purposes. Survayine
will soon dbe completed amd oonstruction started next year. Preparations
have already begun. This is an important project for the TthDistrict
Highway Office, and which is also in charge of building the big bricge
over the Ena Chiang at Pao-chi on the Szechwan-Shensi highway. The
plers canbe finished in oold waather and 1f funds are forthooming, the
«Moxk 2ill bo sompletad by ths end of February 1949. Tha greatesst problem
12 northwest traceportation is the lack of tires. More than 350 sets
which were bought in Shang-hai and Han-k'ou are being broughbt to Ian-chou
by land and air transport.

After Outer Mongolia became independent, Nationalist forces entered
and ocoupied barven Ma-tsung Shan for purposes of pational dofense andl to
protect the Ho-hsi sorridor. Ma-tsurg Shan, north of tky Bisingo)l Bannor,
adjolins Outor Mongolis smd on the south touches Chim-t's and Ting-hsin
of Eansa, thus beéing 1 rampari of tke Ho-hsi corridor. This region
encloses well-watered spots, natural grazing-grounds with well-developed
herding, long depired by tbe Outer Mongolians. This regicn 1a poorly
connected with ths interior of Chimm, and if the unexpected should happen,
there would be ac way of giving help, and the Ho-hsi corridor wauld be
seriocely threatened. Therefors, the Ho-hsi Garrison Commander has
detonained to build s highwey from Chin-ch'uan tc thy Elsingol Banver.

On 1 Agust 1945, the Northwest Highway Bureau of the Ministry of
Communioations cet up an sngineer‘s office and began surveying this
route, dividiag it intoc three sections. From Sha-men-tzu in Chin-t'a,
Kansu, northward, vhere all is dsaert, the work was more difficult and
oostly. Thacks to the cooperation of local people and the army engineer
corps, the work was completed in the rough by the end of 1946, and
vehicles could get through.
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”h‘*natt nd dalonae Ay ory e 1 lometers lons, And has been
named the Chiv-chlen hivnuuv. from Cni; o twan northward 1t follows the
Pai-ta Mo, crosses the Iitn Sou ', pasees Co. -0 o4, and arrives at Chin-t'a.
“a.pce 1t follows ‘i Lisin Gol northward to Sha-nen-tzu in Chin-t'a, enters
she Edsingol Benner lu Hincaia, follows the Edsin 0ol northward, nasses Chtan-
nan, T'agz-as lang-hsin Shan, Zsl-mieo and renches Ite terminus, Chien-kno-
ving.

Topographiceily, the road may te divided ln%o vhe fallowing sectlions?
(1) the siretch from Sal ‘pan 4o Beh-ngat in Chin-t'a, 2 distance of 36
kilometers s farealng rog; aroducing chiefly millel, twelve Irilometers
sf the toctnilis of Chla Si-f are barren. The rematolng land once contalned
lakes, but 1s now alimline and unfertile. In the past, 1t has been irrigated
Trom the Pel-ta . out ifpeufficlently. Witk the completion of the Su-feng
Canal.~ 9 the Yusn-yang Reservolir last yesr tinis problem has been solved.
{2) Fram Erh-tenl north for 20C kilometers there ig barren desert.

The entire higaway is now Tinlshed. Regular traffic has begun on the
gection, from Chiv-sh'npen to Chin-t's, and vehicles will soon txy the
remdinder of the ‘'ine. The building of this road has little economic

. value, but it ie very important to national defense. It unites the Edalngol
Bannar and Ho-hel, so that the Banner i& no longer lsolated.
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